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Making Money Worth More
Employing corporations are beginning to realize that continuous service is worth paying for. Sears, Roebuck & Co. in Chicago add 2 per cent to a man's wages after he has been in their employ two years, and after that I per cent is added each year up to ten years of service. This plan is being adopted widely, and since it is in addition to any other increase in wages that there may be, it provides a real incentive to remain in the employ of the company.
Another method having in view the stretching of the pay envelope to cover the cost of living, which has the added advantage of costing the employer less than an increase in wages, involves various attempts to increase the purchasing power of the wage-earner's money. Throughout the Middle West the establishment of grocery stores in a space provided by the plant, and in which the employes can purchase goods at cost, is becoming quite general. Employers recognize that the establishment of lunch-rooms where food is furnished at cost, or close to cost, has the same advantage and, of course, in addition to that it has the advantage of providing a sanitary dining room and good hot food, the effect of which is marked on the wage-earner's health and consequently on his efficiency,
The effect of the war on wages can hardly be considered an evidence of increased recognition either of the rights or the needs of labor, because in general, however great the increase in money, real wages have probably declined. It is an encouraging sign, however, when two large employing corporations like the Franklin Company and the Solvay-Process recognize so clearly their obligation to pay a living wage that they are unwilling any longer to leave the determination of the amount to the blind law of supply and demand. And the effect of the movement thus begun will outlive the war.
WAGES  AND  SOME  INDUSTRIAL FALLACIES1
Our present critical condition in industry is due almost wholly to labor's new self-assertion. It is hardly necessary to enter into the many reasons for this new self-assertion of labor. We know its sudden growth has been fostered by the war.
1 By Willis Wisler. American Federationist. 26:1036-40. November, 1919.